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The concert was over that
evening in beautiful Portland,
Oregon. Our Cornerstone crews
were taking down the acoustical
shell, risers, lights and banners.
As I walked out of the church and
headed for the bus, a man
approached me offering a few
compliments on the performance,
and then saying quietly:

“Iwill never see things
the same way.
I'm leaving here tonight
with a different heart.”

His words resonated with me,
because I've heard similar
words many times over the

16 tours and 424 performances
of The Cornerstone Chorale &
Brass since 1988.

It’s not only members of the
audience who respond to the
music and social justice theme --
especially the message of God’s
compassion, love and grace. Often
it's the performers as well. After
the 5-week 1995 tour, one of our
brass players commented:

“You can’t perform in 28
Cornerstone concerts and
not be deeply affected.”

One of our concert sponsors in
Bradenton, Florida said that they
had never experienced a program
that reflected:

“such an abundant
expression of God’s love.”

These are just a few examples
of the impact Cornerstone

programs have on individuals,
with a message sorely needed.

Many people feel disillusionment
and there is much criticism these
days of our institutions, our
government, our system of
capitalism, our large
corporations, and yes - our
religious organizations and
churches.

The Heart of the Matter

A dose of empathy...

A great deal of time and effort go
into analyzing how we can
improve these structures.

Many of our institutions may well
need to be changed or renewed,
but let’s not just blame structural
deficiencies.

After all, it is people who control
our institutions and work in them
- people who may need a change
of heart - a dose of empathy and
compassion for those that are
being left behind in America.

Theologian Frederick Buechner
wrote that:

Compassion is the “capacity
for feeling what it’s like to
live inside somebody else’s
skin. It is the knowledge
that there can never really
be any peace and joy for

me until there is peace

and joy finally for you too.”

TIME recently named Pope
Francis as the 2013 Person of the
Year for “pulling the papacy out of
the palace and into the streets, for
committing the world’s largest
church to confronting its deepest
needs and for balancing judgment
with mercy.”

Pope Francis wrote, “I prefer a
Church which is bruised, hurting
and dirty because it has been out
on the streets, rather than a
Church which is unhealthy from
being confined and from clinging
to its own security.”

According to TIME, Pope Francis
“made it clear that he does not just
want talk - he wants actual
transformation.”

We should expect no less than a
transformation of our institutions
leading toward a more fair, just
and compassionate society - a
transformation led by our
politicians, community, business

and church leaders. It begins
with each one of us.

At the very least, those at the
bottom of the economic ladder
deserve the possibility to lift
themselves out of their present
circumstances - the hope of
finding decent work for fair pay
allowing them to support a
family. Isn’t it part of the
“American dream” to offer people
equal opportunity to strive for
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness?”

The Cornerstone Chorale & Brass
is dedicated to presenting
professional programs designed
to help individuals experience a
deeper sense of empathy for the
poor and the disenfranchised
who live among us.

When I look through the list of
persons who have actively
supported Cornerstone, 1 am
deeply thankful and humbled by
the steady help and encourage-
ment you have provided over the
years.

Having experienced your caring
support, I know that...

» “Iwill never see things the
same way,”

» and I will continue
working on Cornerstone
with an ever stronger
resolve...

» and arenewed and
“different heart.”

As we work toward our October
2014 tour through Western and
Midwestern states, please help
us with a tax deductible gift that
will provide the fuel to spread
God’s message of compassion,
grace and hope.

Bruce Vantine
January 2014



Our sincere thanks to our 2012 and 2013 Cornerstone supporters.

ARCHANGELS ($50,000+)

The Roland Quest Memorial Fund of the
St. Louis Community Foundation
In honor of Melvin & Sue Bahle
Phyllis R. Tirmenstein, St. Louis MO

ANGELS ($15,000+)
Ms. Sue Bahle, St. Louis MO

EAGLES ($5000+)

Dr. Gary P. & Cathy Lessmann,
Chesterfield MO

David Palmer & Diana Howarth,
St. Charles MO

Dr. Richard C. & Mary Ann Shaw,
University City MO

Dr. Bruce & Lucinda Vantine, Florissant MO
In memory of Jack & Shirley Reed,
Jack & Thelma Vantine

CORNERSTONES ($1000+)
John & Karen Dreher, Seneca SC
Ronald & Lynn Marty Grames,
Florissant MO
In honor of good friends Cindy & Bruce
Vantine
Kay Hoffland, Edina MN
In memory of Jeanne Davies & Jack Reed
Dr. Richard & Sandra Johnson, Ballwin MO
Paul & Linda Lee, Chesterfield MO
The Sanford N. McDonnell Foundation
Ms. Priscilla McDonnell, St. Louis MO
Ronald & Jan Moen, St. Louis MO
John S. & Sandy Rach, Chesterfield MO

BENEFACTORS ($500+)
Patrick Courtney, St. Louis MO
The Rev. James & Betty Dowd, St. Louis MO
Ronald & Ann Jones, Ballwin MO
Dot & Carl Kontak, Ballwin MO
Elaine & Morris Larson, Ballwin MO

The Raymond H. & Florence L.

Sponberg Foundation
Michael & Mary Alice Long, St. Louis MO
John & Debbie Palmer, Chesterfield MO
William & Charlotte M. Reed,

White Bear Lake MN
John Sibole, Tulsa OK
Jay & Kimberly Wackerly, Godfrey, IL
Lynn & Edward Wakefield, St. Louis MO
Dr. Fred & Anne Wilke, Lake St. Louis MO
Jerry Withers, Ballwin MO

PATRONS ($250+)
Bg. & Mrs. Frank Baker, Chesterfield MO

Charles & Carol Borchelt, Ballwin MO

Edith Dawson, Fargo ND

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Drape, Chesterfield MO

Rudy Eckelkamp, Villa Ridge MO

Kathy Fox, Langley WA

The Rev. John & Joanne Good, St. Louis MO
In memory of Jack Reed

The Rev. Johan & Sonya Hinderle,
Robbinsdale MN

Dr. Charles & Anne Korr, St. Louis MO

Larry Lemke, Ballwin MO

Earl & Sandra Lindenberg,
Town & Country MO

Cam Murphy, Florissant MO

Wayne & Sylvia Robbins, St. Charles MO

James & Mary Roberts, Webster Groves MO

Norman R. Seay, St. Louis MO

Larry & Christy Tietjen, Ballwin MO

Dr. Doris Trojcak, St. Louis MO

Dr. Margaret Wehrenberg, St. Charles MO
Ms. Emily Williams, Creve Coeur MO

SUPPORTERS ($100+)
The Rev.Dr. John & Barbara Anderson,
St. Paul MN
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Ball, Santa Ana CA
Priscella Bauer, Florissant MO
Marie Begeman, Ballwin MO
Frederick & Carolyn Biere, Salisbury MO
Malcolm & Lois Bliss, St. Louis MO
In honor & memory of the Rev. John Good
Craig & Sarah Borchelt, Chesterfield MO
Beverly Boyle, White Bear Lake MN
In memory of Jack & Shirley Reed
John Carr & Kay Kaiser, Chesterfield MO
Dr. & Mrs. Elbert Cason, Chesterfield MO
Marvin Chandler, Indianapolis IN
Jeff & Jennifer Clodi, St. Louis MO
Don & Dorothy Dale, Moorhead MN
The Honorable Rita Days, St. Louis MO
Michael & Mary Dobbs, Florissant MO
Mr. & Mrs. John Eccleston, Orange Park FL
Dr. George & Susan Eugster, Spokane WA
Paul & Glory Fladland, Grand Forks ND
Holly Garrett, Florissant MO
Drs. Donald & Elizabeth Greeley, Urbana IL
Dustin Hassler, St. Peters MO
Ms. Gail Harrison, Katy TX
James Hickerson, St. Charles MO
Wayne Hill, Gettysburg PA
Mary Hoar, St. Louis MO
In memory of Marilyn Barge
Patricia Irmscher, Manchester MO
Rita A. Johnson, Bismarck ND
Antoinette Kirsch, Brentwood MO
Mr. Ronald Kohlmeier, Chesterfield MO
Ms. Clarie Syverson Kuball, Boise ID
Dan & Connie McCauley, Chesterfield MO
John McClintick, Berwyn PA
Mr. & Mrs. Robert K. Melton,
Chesterfield MO
John & Bonnie Nordstrom,
Pelican Rapids MN
Charles & Joyce Parrott, Chesterfield MO
Ms. Ruth Rangel, Chesterfield MO
The Rev. & Mrs. John Roth, Springfield IL
Roy Schaefer, Florissant MO
Larry & Barbara Smith, Montevideo MN
Jeff rey & Lisa Snyder, York PA
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Spector, Chesterfield MO
Mr.& Mrs. Daniel Steinmeyer,
Chesterfield MO
Constance Stewart, Chesterfield MO
In memory of the Rev. John Good &
Rebecca Good Hess
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Thomas, Naples FL
The Rev. & Mrs. Emery Washington, Sr.,
St. Louis MO
Ms. Christine Wilmot, Winona MN
Dr. Mark & Jill Wright, Naperville IL

FRIENDS LEVEL
John & Mary Anselmo, Florissant MO
Anton Armstrong, DMA, Northfield MN
Lorraine Balun, Pittsburgh PA

In memory of Phyllis Zimmermann
Philip Barnes & Rachel Whitt, St. Louis MO
Richard Beattie, Greenwood MS
Ms. Thelda Bertram, Webster Groves MO
Dr. Barbara Brown, Wildwood MO
Matthew & Deborah Carter,

Maplewood MO
Martha Chandley, Sacramento CA
Ms. Ella R. Chapman, St. Louis MO
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Clark, Pensacola FL

Roger & Kathy Dallman, Everett WA
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Damico, Conway AR
Ms. Dorcela A. DeBerry, Boise ID
Michael & Mary Dobbs, Florissant MO
Ms. Marjorie Eddy, St. Louis MO
Ann Ellingson, Alta Loma CA
In honor of Kay Hoffland
Dr. & Mrs. William Franzen,
Chesterfield MO
The Rev. Donald & Sue Gallion, York PA
Don & Dixie Greer, Hazelwood MO
Tom Game & Luann Hentz, Keystone CO
The Revs. Dennis & Christine Hallemeier,
Viroqua WI
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hart Jr., Pine Bluff AR
In memory of the Rev. John Good
Ms. Betty Hecht, Ballwin MO
Ms. Myrna Heitgerd & Rebecca Felton,
Ballwin MO
Susan Hohmann & William Lhotka,
St. Louis MO
In memory of the Rev. John Good
William & Kathy Huls, Manchester MO
Dr. Marlin Johnson, Bismarck ND
Ms. Gilda Jones, Ballwin MO
Ms. Grace Jordan, Bridgewater MA
Patti Kolek, O’Fallon MO
Dr. & Mrs. John Landgraf, St. Louis MO
Ms. Sherry Leeds, Kirkwood MO
Steve & Brenda Liescheidt, Chesterfield MO
Ann Mandelstamm, Glencoe MO
In memory of the Rev. John Good
Wm. & Linda Marchand, Rapid City, SD
James McCalpin, Brentwood MO
Fred & Susan Meyland-Smith,
Town & Country MO
Mr. & Mrs. Erwin Mild, Ballwin MO
Ms. Ardyce Miller, Bismarck ND
Larry & Sally Miller, Bismarck ND
Verdi Morley, Wentzville MO
Tom & Margie Niehoff, Ballwin MO
Kathleen O’Brien, Grover MO
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Patrick, Ballwin MO
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rasche, Chesterfield MO
Ms. Mary Roth, Ferguson MO
William S. & Patricia Partridge,
St. Louis MO
Robert & Dorothy Rasche, Chesterfield MO
Peter & Ann Ruger, St. Louis MO
In memory of the Rev. John Good
Mr. & Mrs. David Shaler, Baton Rouge LA
Wm. & Donna Shortal, Winter Park FL
Janet Smith, Florissant MO
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth R. Smith, St. Louis MO
Michael & Julie Snyder, Auburn MI
In memory of John M. Good
Frank & Jamie Spikes III, Manhattan KS
Richard & Carol Spratley, Dittmer MO
In memory of the Rev. John Good &
Rebecca Good Hess
Ms. Mickee Steiner, North Mankato MN
Lynn & Delores Stemme, Manchester MO
Wm. & Sharon Stinson, St. Charles MO
In memory of John Good
Terry Toolen, St. Charles MO
Mr. Joseph & Dr. Blanche Touhill,
St. Louis MO
John & Barbara Trettel, Foristell MO
Dr. Kathleen L. Van Horn, Rapid City SD
William Wardle, Florissant MO
Ms. Loranda Watson, North Oaks MN
Betsy Wallingford, Florissant MO
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Wegner,
Chesterfield MO
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Weisgerber,
Florissant MO
Dr. & Mrs. Peter White, Perrysburg OH
James & Dorothy Wilhite, Chesterfield MO
Elsa Wilson, Appleton WI



