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Nurturing our own “field of dreams.
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“Is this heaven?” “No, this is Iowa.”

When we look around to see our
own personal field of dreams, most
of us will look first at our families
and close friends, recognizing
those relationships as our most
valuable treasures.

We may also look at abundant
possessions as well as the many
intangible blessings that we have
received; e.g.the freedom we
experience in this great nation,

the faith we have inherited and
the love and grace we receive daily
from a compassionate God.

We have been given so much that it
can be easy to stay within our own
“field” - our own comfortable
bubble of contentment - and
overlook the Baptismal call for us
“to serve all people, following the
example of Jesus, and to strive for
justice and peace in all the earth.”

Many churches today are
struggling with decreasing
membership and the resulting
budget difficulties. In a recent
sermon, the Rev. Jeff Hackler at

[Ray Liotta & Kevin Costner in “Field of Dreams” |

congregations often find them-
selves “chasing growth” when they
should be “chasing need” in the
broader community around them.

As I travel around the country

for Cornerstone visiting many
churches each year, I note that
very often those churches that
actively reach out to serve poor
and disenfranchised people are
becoming stronger, more vibrant,
holding their own or even growing.

I believe we are called to let our
faith overcome our fears as we
work to expand our bubble,
allowing God’s grace to flow freely
among us. In joyful response to
God’s love, can we make more
beautiful our field of dreams -
using wisely what resources we
have in time, talent and money to
reach out, welcome and serve
others.

When the question comes, “Is this
heaven?,” may we be able to
answer: “No, this my backyard, my
faith community, my church.”

Exciting possibility!
$25,000 CHALLENGE
Funds due by August 15

Through the generosity of
Ms. Phyllis R. Tirmenstein,
Roland Quest Memorial Fund
of the Greater Saint Louis
Community Foundation,
Cornerstone has received a
challenge grant to raise
matching funds from our
supporters.

Many thanks to those who have
already contributed!

The grant funds will be released
when all gifts have been received.
The funds will be used in support
of our October concert tour to the
western U.S.

Please help us meet this
challenge with a gift that will
spread God’s message through
music and the spoken word:
God’s love and grace is

Trinity Lutheran Church - for everyone.
Chesterfield, Mo., suggested that Bruce Vantine
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Tour Highlights
2014 Concert Tour Theme:

“Make Us One”

The Cornerstone Chorale & Brass
..drawn nationally from the
créme de la créme...
.truly gifted...
A pleasure to hear... spiritual,
uplifting... Don’t miss them!

-Norma Lynn, music critic
Arts Alive! & Well
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Oct. 1 - Zionsville IN - Christ Lutheran Ch.

Oct. 4 - Kansas City MO - Pine Ridge
Presbyterian Ch.

Oct. 5 - Topeka KS - st Congregational UCC

Oct. 7 - Denver CO - Montview Boulevard
Presbyterian Ch.

Oct. 13 - Portland OR - Augustana
Lutheran Ch.

Oct. 21 - Dallas TX - Zion Lutheran Ch.

Oct. 24 - Kirkwood MO - First
Presbyterian Ch.

And many more in between!




